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15 February 1978 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: Reaction to the NID by Mort Abramowitz, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for EA in ISA 


Mort's first candid remark was -- "I read the NID every 
day and find it useful." Mort said he takes out about 10-15 
minutes every morning to read the NID carefully himself. He 
does not have a briefer and doesn't want one. He said if he 
had to read only one piece of intelligence every day, he 
would read the NID. He said it's the best thing he gets. 
He said he much prefers the newspaper format to the old 
NIB format. Mort said he thinks the mix is just about 
right between in-depth analyses and current intelligence. 
He said the NID tells him what important is going on in the 
world outside of his own area in addition to providing him 
with useful analyses of events in his own area. He singled 
out a recent item on North Korean maneuvers which he said 
was first rate. He said he finds the NID convenient and 
interesting. He uses the information he derives from it in 
policy meetings at State and DOD, and he also feels as though 
he is up-to-date for having read it. It also provides a 
cross-check on what he is getting within the Pentagon. 


STAT 


ames R. Lilley 
National Intelligence Officer 
for China 
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